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so make the intended defection appear in its true
light as treachery; and partly to be ready for any
emergency. Stalin perhaps had not finally made
up his mind, and might at the last moment decide
to snap back into his orthodox anti-Nazi position.

The Military Mission arrived in Moscow on August
llth. On this same day Ribbentrop met Ciano in
Salzburg, and, as far as can be ascertained, failed to
inform him of the projected Soviet Alliance. On
August 20th Herr Forster, the Danzig Nazi leader
declared that "the return of Danzig to the Reich is
imminent." The next day Mr. Chamberlain returned
to London after the briefest of holidays inundated as
it was with ever more alarming dispatches and
reports, and late that night the wireless announced
the portentous news that Germany and Russia had
decided to conclude a non-aggression Pact, and that
von Ribbentrop was going to Moscow to complete the
negotiation. The perfidy of Stalin's action cannot be
overstressed, but treachery seems to be inherent in
Russian statecraft and indispensable to it. During
the ten clear days the Military Missions had for dis-
cussions, the British did not, as far as is known, reveal
any military secrets. If that was the Soviet objective
in asking for military conversations, it seems to have
failed. The Allied representatives sheltered behind a
convenient lack of instructions.

On August 22nd the Cabinet met, and following it
Mr. Chamberlain addressed an historic letter to Hitler.
The quiet dignity, the inherent strength yet modera-
tion of Mr. Chamberlain's appeal branded Hitler for
all time if he failed to respond to it. " Whatever may
prove to be the nature of the German-Soviet Agree-
ment," wrote Mr. Chamberlain, "it cannot alter Great
Britain's obligation to Poland which His Majesty's
Government have stated in public repeatedly, and
plainly, and which they are determined to fulfil. It